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Article Summary
[bookmark: _GoBack]The article Using Functional Assessment to Develop Interventions for Challenging Behaviors in the Classroom: Three Case Studies provides an explanation of how functional evaluation can be applied to help students with learning disabilities (Scott et al., 2000). Notably, the applied functional evaluation strategy employed involved making an observation of the immediate events surrounding a student. Such events included the directions given by educators, ignorance from peers, and the attention shown by educators to learners. Student's information is collected and recorded in three columns, each for antecedent, result, and behavior. The information gathered is applied in selecting possible alternative behaviors as well as intervention measures. Case study 1 involves a grade 4 student by the name of Lou, whose characteristics include writing disabilities and rushing through assignments. The functional evaluation strategy employed revealed that the student had a working potential only that he received minimum reinforcement. Lou was provided with an individualized notebook for writing practice, and by the end of three days, the writing stability of the student increased. The second case is of a 6th-grade student named Andy, who had low motor skills and moved awkwardly. The functional assessment involved writing three narratives in a form, and the results were that the student was likely to be off during class time and individual assignment times. The recommended intervention involved training the student to ask for assistance when lost or unsure of what to do in assignments. By the end of the experiment, Andy became fluent and slightly improved his performance. The final case study is for Jake, a third-grade student whose other characteristics included producing popping noise and tapping his hands on desks (Scott et al., 2000). The interventions for this student involved positive reinforcement and brainstorming interesting activities. The results were that Jake reduced his unhealthy behaviors and was able to complete his assignments. Generally, the functional evaluation of behaviors of students with learning disabilities is critical in developing effective intervention strategies. 
Hypothesis Statements and Behavior Interventions Chart
	Name of the Student/Case Study
	Hypothesis Statements that Explains  Why the Student is Engaging in Disruptive Behaviors

	Modify the Antecedents or “Triggers” of the Disruptive Behavior
	Teach Appropriate Alternative (Replacement) Behaviors


	Case Study #1 “Lou”




	During personal working hours, Lou shuns working on his assignments and rather chooses to fold and tear the assignment papers. In case he is pushed, he rushes through the assignment, forgetting to indicate his name, and ultimately generating poor quality work. 
	Provide Lou with a customized notebook divided into different parts to organize different materials. The teacher also has to reinforce Lou after completing his assignment.
	Subject Lou to self-monitoring as well as contingent reinforcement interventions. Teach Lou how to request the teacher for permission to ensure that the assignment is placed in the right folder, and this forms one of the ways the teacher reinforces the student.

	Case Study #2 “Andy”




	Andy’s motor skills are low, his movements are awkward, and does not follow the guidelines and always displays off-task behaviors. 
	Get Andy to work on his personal tasks and attend to his educator 3 sessions consecutively. Ensure access to more reinforcement to help him display on-task behaviors 
	Teach Andy to raise his hand and ask for assistance from his teacher, especially when experiencing challenges with working assignments.  

	Case Study #3 “Jake”




	The characteristics of Jake include feet-stomping, tapping his hands over the desk, producing popping sounds through the mouth, and talking without being permitted. 
	Get Jake to brainstorm interesting working items and take him through positive reinforcement whenever he displays appropriate behaviors.
	Teach Jake positive behaviors and the need to ask. Encourage him to refrain from negative behaviors. Offer appropriate examples. Praise him for not making inappropriate noises.  
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